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CONCLUSION OF THE UNESCO MEETING 
ANNCR: VOA NEMS ANALYST POHALD J. DUNLAVEY HAS THESE 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE UNESC MEETING “HICH ENDED AT NAIROBI ON 
TUESDAY: 
VOICE: UNESCO---THE UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 
OPGANTZATION---CO'NCLUDED ITS FIVE-WEEK MEETING TUESDAY. AND THE 
CONSENSUS OF MOST OBSERVERS IS THAT THE COMFERENCE VAS, BY AND 
LARGE, A VICTORY FOR THE FORCES OF MODERATION, COMMON SENSE AND 
THE SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE. 

BEFORE THE MEETING OPENED, CONCERN HAD BEEN EXPRESSED THAT IT 
WOULD ADOPT A CONTROVERSIAL RESOLUTIO! CALLING FOR GOVERNMENTAL 
CONTROL OF COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA, INSTEAD, IT WAS AGREED THAT THE 
WHOLE ISSUE OF THE INTERNATIONAL ROLE OF THE PRESS BE RE-STUDIED, 
WITH THE Alii OF PRODUCING A MORE REALISTIC RESOLUTION TWO YEARS 
FROM NOW, OBVIOUSLY, THE DELEGATES TO THE CONFERENCE WERE 
CONVIHICED THAT PASSAGE OF A RESOLUTION CLEARLY UNACCEPTABLE TO 
A SIGNIFICANT PROPORTION OF THE MEMBERSHIP WOULD RESULT ONLY 
IN A FURTHER RIFT IN UNESCO. ALREADY BADLY SHAKEN BY PAST 
CONTROVERSIES. 

ALSO, A PROCEDURAL CCMPRONISE '!AS AGREED UPON BY WHICH ISRAEL 
“AS ASLE TO OSTAIN FULL MEMBFRSHIP IN UNESCO'S EUROPEAN REGIONAL 
GROUPING ~--- A MEMBERSHIP WHICH UNESCO HAD DENIED Ti10 YEARS AGO, 
AilD THO RESOLUTIONS RELATING TO ISRAEL'S EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL 
POLICIES 1 THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES WERE MORE MODERATE IN 
LANGUAGE THAN HAD BEEN EXPECTED. FURTHERMORE, OTHER ANTI- 
ISRAELI RESOLUTIONS WERE DEFEATED. THUS, THE UNESCO GATHERING 
MANAGED TO SKIRT AN ISSUE WHICH IN THE PAST HAS PROVED HIGHLY 


INFLAMMABLE. 
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IN THE WORDS OF ONE CORRESPONDENT, "THE CONFERENCE WAS 
CHARACTERIZED BY A GENERAL CALM AND A GENUINE DESIRE AMONG MOST 
PARTICIPANTS TO AVOID EMOTIONAL POLITICAL CONFRONTATIONS.” A 
NUMBER OF REASONS HAVE BEEN SUGGESTED FOR THIS "SPIRIT OF NAIROBI,' 
AS IT CAME TO BE CALLED, ONE IS THAT THE AFRICAt! STATES WERE 
DETERMINED THAT THE FIRST GENERAL UNESCO MEETING HELD IN AFRICA 
WOULD BE A CONSTRUCTIVE ONE. ANOTHER IS WIDESPREAD CONCERN 
AMONG THE MEMBER NATIONS THAT UNESCO'S FUTURE WAS ACTUALLY IN 
JEOPARDY BECAUSE OF PAST FRICTION AND DHINDLING INTERNATIONAL 
SUPPORT---REFLECTED, FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE DECISION OF THE UNITED 
STATES CONGRESS T'O YEARS AGO TO “WITHHOLD AMERICAN DUES TO THE 
ORGANIZATION. BUT, WHATEVER THE REASON, THE NINETEEN SEVENTY- 
SIX UNESCO MEETING CONTRASTED FAVORAGLY WITH THE NINETEEN SEVENTY- 
FOUR HEETING---!HICH HAD BEEN WIDELY CONSIDERED A NEAR-DISASTER--- 
AND HAS STRENGTHENED HOPE THAT THE NEXT MEETING, TWO YEARS FROM NO' 
MAY BE A GENUINELY CONSTRUCTIVE AND PRODUCTIVE ORE, 
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